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Chapman Stick expert Michael Kollwitz holds his instrument near his home in Sedona. Lisa Garrett

The oldest instruments known to man is the flute. We can go back roughly
40 000 years with the early flutes made of bone Imagine that for a second Forty
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40,000 years with the early flutes made of bone. Imagine that for a second. Forty-
thousand years. Over 1,300 generations of people, if you do the math, have
played instruments of some kind or another.  

Why do you need to know this? You don’t really, unless you want to know how
the flute evolved and eventually became the not-so-secret weapon of legendary
(and fictional) San Diego anchorman Ron Burgundy. What’s important here is
that all musical instruments came from somewhere. We are lucky to live in a
town that is home to the Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) in Phoenix, where
you can find out about the history of many different types of instruments.  

Arizona is also home to Michael Kollwitz. The Sedona man is one of the world’s
most prolific players of the Chapman Stick, which is a mere infant in comparison
to the flute. At under 50 years old, the Chapman Stick is an incredible instrument,
and when in the hands of someone like Kollwitz, it creates a sound like nothing
else.  

This little-known stringed instrument is capable of a wide range of sound. With
10 or 12 individually tuned strings and a specialized pickup created specifically
for the Stick, it is capable of playing almost anything played by a guitar or bass
simultaneously. Chapman Stick players can and do use chords while creating an
often-mesmerizing textural sound on the instrument.  

One of the best-known Chapman Stick players is Tony Levin, who plays the Stick
in the legendary King Crimson. Levin, who also has worked with Peter Gabriel
and David Bowie, is part of an amazing trio called Stick Men, and with them he
plays the Chapman Stick exclusively. Also a world-class bass player, Levin has
confounded many a fan with his work on the Chapman Stick on King Crimson’s
early '80s material. Songs like “Elephant Talk” and “Indiscipline,” from the band’s
1981 album Discipline , feature the Chapman Stick prominently and create the
inevitable question: “How did he create that bassline?” 

Well it wasn’t a bassline at all It was the Chapman Stick



Well, it wasn t a bassline at all. It was the Chapman Stick. 

The late Emmett Chapman, a notable jazz musician, created the Chapman Stick.
He also was credited with creating a unique two-handed tapping technique for
guitar and bass in the late 1960s before building his first “Stick,” as it was often
referred to in the early 1970s. Chapman sold his first one in 1974 and went into
business for himself selling his invention. In 1976, a 19-year-old Kollwitz, who
was a reformed trumpet player living in Southern California at the time, saw an
ad for the Chapman Stick and was immediately intrigued. 

“This was before the internet, so I immediately
dashed off a letter and asked for more
information [about the Chapman Stick]. That’s
how I met the Chapmans. I was living in
Riverside, California, and it just so happened
Emmett came and was the solo opening act at
a little coffeehouse performance at UC
Riverside. I was sitting in the front row, and I
was awestruck, speechless. I just sat there
with my mouth open, and I couldn’t believe all
the music this one guy did with this weird-
looking instrument,” says Kollwitz in a recent Phoenix New Times  interview. 

After the show, Kollwitz met Chapman, and a long friendship and mentorship
began. Chapman allowed Kollwitz to play the Stick and, as Kollwitz states, “All I
could think about was the Stick.” A few months later, Kollwitz bought one of the
early Chapman Sticks for $700. In 2022 money, this would put stick at something
close $3,500, which is a sizable investment for any 19-year-old.  

“I drove to the top of Laurel Canyon, which was where [Chapman] was living at
the time. After we made the transaction, he asked me if I would like to take a
lesson. Three hours later, my head felt like it was going to explode,” remembers
Kollwitz. 

It was interesting to speak with him about the learning curve the instrument

Michael Kollwitz (left) and Emmett Chapman,
inventor of the Chapman Stick, in 2005.
Courtesy of Michael Kollwitz
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It was interesting to speak with him about the learning curve the instrument
brings for different players. Because of his trumpet background, Kollwitz faced
the challenge of bringing a second hand into the fold when playing the Chapman
Stick. Depending on the background of those brave enough to try the Stick, which
requires two very active hands, different challenges may be met. Being a unique
instrument, it seems that everyone approaches and plays the Chapman Stick a bit
differently.  

“All the Stick players I’ve ever met and heard, no two sound alike. It’s kind of like
if you were a painter and were handed a palette of 100 new colors, you know?
You’re going to go crazy, and the Stick can be utilized in any kind of music,” says
Kollwitz. 

For Kollwitz, who has over 25 albums under his belt at this point, the drive to
continue learning and growing as a Chapman Stick player continues. Currently,
he performs multiple times per month in and around the Sedona area, where he
lives, and recently played for the Sedona City Council. Several of Kollwitz’s
records have been successful in the New Age genre, and he has had his music
played all over the world.  

“I came out with a CD titled Serenity in 2017. It was all original stuff. I didn’t know
if anyone would even listen to it, but I found a promoter and talked with them
and they said, ‘There is a genre for you. It’s called contemporary instrumental or,
sometimes, New Age.’ By the end of that year, my music was being played in 20
countries. The CD got a big [award] nomination in Europe, and the next thing I
know, I’m getting interviewed by people in Europe, Australia. It was
unbelievable,” says Kollwitz. 

The Chapman Stick player followed up Serenity with Serenity II  (2018) and
Serenity III: More Peaceful Music on the Chapman Stick  (2019). In 2021, he also
released The Friendly Snowman: Christmas Music on the Chapman Stick  and
Calm Waters . All these albums, as well as many other recordings, are available on
Spotify and other streaming platforms. Kollwitz even released a CD of Beatles
covers in 2013 that is a wild ride, indeed.  



Check out michaelkollwitz.com for more information on this inspiring and
engaging artist who is helping make the Arizona musical spectrum that much
more colorful. To find out more about the compelling instrument, visit stick.com,
the home of the Chapman Stick. Sadly, Emmett Chapman passed away on
November 1, 2021, at the age of 85, but his daughter, Grace, continues to make the
instrument to her father’s standards today.
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Are We Going to Do?
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The author, Tom Reardon, in his natural habitat. S. Craig Haynes

If music is what you want to do with your life, or even your spare time, there is a
lot to consider.  

I’ve been dispensing a lot of advice to my son, Liam, over the past few months
about being in a band and playing music with other people. He’s 15 years old, a
seemingly gifted guitar player, and way ahead of where I was at his age. As I once
did (and probably still do), Liam wants to be in a band. I’m glad I have the benefit
of experience to help him, and hopefully you, dear reader, along the way.  

Sometimes, though, I really want to ask him, “Do you really want to be in a band?”
He’s grown up seeing me go through a ton of strange and sometimes
uncomfortable circumstances because of my other side gig. I’m a teacher by day,
a writer by afternoons, and for a long, long time, a musician at night. Sometimes
those hats even get to cross streams and one gig blends into another. 

Considering that I’ve been in a baker's dozen worth of bands since 1987 and done
the band “thing” for well over the 10,000-hour threshold, I am technically an
expert. But it still often feels like some sort of cosmic joke under the misnomer:
learning experience. This is my attempt, however vain, autobiographical, and
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with the help of some of my musical friends and acquaintances (I hope), to shed
some light on how to be in a band and keep your sanity.  

Best Phoenix Concerts This Weekend: Yung Bae, Andrew Bird, Freestyle Festival

During my decade as a freelance writer, for example, I’ve often asked musicians
how they got started or why they play music. This question wasn’t always for the
story I was writing, though, but for some sort of insight into why I’ve made this
decision, too. It feels nice to know you are not the only one, you know? It’s good
to know you’re not alone.  

The answer often comes back to some semblance of “What else was I going to
do?” One of my all-time favorite answers to this question came from the late
Steve Davis, who played bass in The Glass Heroes here in Phoenix (as well as a
bunch of other projects, including the U.S. Bombs), when we were talking about
his first book of haiku and short stories.  

“I liked going to shows and seeing bands, you know? I figured, ‘Why not? I can do
that,’” Davis said while we had coffee at a small shop on Seventh Street about a
year before he died in 2021.  

Even if you are a lifer, like me or my friend Steve Davis, you really should ask
yourself why you are playing music or being in a band occasionally. I ask myself
this all the time, and you might be surprised that my answer changes a lot. Being
in a band is hard work, even under the very best of circumstances. So have an
honest conversation with yourself about why you want to take or continue taking
this leap.  

Initially, I wanted to be in a band because I fell in love with live music as a kid. I
had a few opportunities to see bands play, both big and small, and I just loved it.
Watching bands play on TV, too, was always a little mesmerizing for me as far
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back as I remember, and the idea of making music just seemed right.  

When I saw my friends making music at an early age, it inspired such strong
feelings of jealousy and longing that I had to get my fix. It was all consuming, and
even though I thought I was playing it cool most of the time, I’m sure I was a bit
overbearing. I hope I wasn’t too big of a dork about it. 

These are the types of things you must consider when thinking of joining or
starting a band: 

1. Will it make me a dork, asshole, incompetent, incontinent, broke, insufferable, a
gigantic ego-driven assclown (pay no attention to the picture above), or a well-
rounded individual striving to build confidence? (Hopefully the latter, but
probably not in your first year of being in a band.) 
2. See No. 1 but answer honestly this time. 
3. Do I need to do this because it’s who I am? If so, this is good, mostly, but
sometimes bad, too.  
4. Do I need to do this because I want attention? This is bad and will probably
mean that if you’re bandmates were your friends prior to forming the band, they
may not be afterward. 
5. Can I afford to do this? This is purely financial.  
6. Can I afford not to do this? This is more of an emotional stability kind of
question. 

Another thing you must take into consideration is: What do you offer your
potential bandmates? If you are just a singer (and yes, I know, no one is just  a
singer), what else can you do to be helpful? There are a lot of jobs to be done in a
band, even one that hasn’t even considered the idea of booking shows yet or
making a recording.  

Will you: 
1. Make phone calls to help collect band room rent or get people to practice? 
2. Help carry gear even though you did buy the PA system that never moves from
the practice room? 



p
3. Be on time? 
4. Share honest thoughts about the music? 
5. Never touch the other people’s gear without asking first? 
6. Practice your parts? 

It’s amazing how many of these simple things are often too difficult for singers
and non-singers (i.e., the other peeps) alike. I should probably address the band
room rent thing while it’s out in the open.  

No one wants to be a bill collector. If your band rents a room, take responsibility
for your share and have it at the designated collection time. The first of the month
is always at the same fucking time, asshole, and it should not be a surprise. If you
are reading this and you are offended by it, you are the asshole I am talking
about. 

This is a small part of being in a band, but an important one. Band rooms cost
money. If you’re in a band and have a free place to practice, you better be kicking
down some beer or something cool to the person or people letting you practice
for free. For a lot of us, we have to rent a room to play in, and that rent is often a
nice little chunk of change.  

When my old band, Hillbilly Devilspeak, started out, our first room that we
rented was $225 per month. I’m guessing that room is over twice that now. We
were a three piece, so do the math, but that was a good chunk for me each month
in the early '90s. If it is too much for you to carry your weight and pay your share
on time, you’re not ready to be in a band.  

And that’s OK.  

When you get your shit together, start or join a band, but have the respect for
everyone in the group to pay your own way before you do. In a couple of bands
I’ve been in with people who I thought were even slightly responsible adults, I’ve
had to chase them down at rent time to get their share and it sucked. I’ve even
had a few bandmates over the years who literally seemed surprised there was a

https://www.discogs.com/artist/1825573-Hillbilly-Devilspeak
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first day of every month.  

These were not dumb people, but they seemed to think they could play dumb
with me. If you don’t want to pay, then don’t agree to rent a room. Find a band
with someone who will let you practice for free. Currently, there are a few places
that let you practice hourly, but even those cost a little money. If you can’t afford
it, talk to your bandmates about it, and maybe they’ll carry you for a bit.
Eventually, though, they will get sick of you, and you will be out of a band.  

You will also have a hard time finding a new band. So, first lesson, understand
why you are forming or joining a band, and be prepared to be a bill collector. 

Welcome to “What Else Are We Going to Do?” It will appear on a semiregular
basis. 

See you soon.

CONTACT: Tom Reardon
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THINGS TO DO

Remi Wolf is scheduled to perform on Monday, September 19, at The Van Buren. Live Nation

This week, your concert options include gigs by joyfully weird soul/funk/pop
songstress Remi Wolf, golden-voiced singer Michael Bublé, and R&B vocal
harmony group Boyz II Men. You've also got one last chance to see Japanese

Best Phoenix Concerts This Week: Remi

Wolf, Kikagaku Moyo, Michael Bublé
BENJAMIN LEATHERMAN AND ASHLEY NAFTULE SEPTEMBER 19, 2022 6:00AM
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psych-rockers Kikagaku Moyo perform live, as their final tour comes to Crescent
Ballroom on Tuesday.  

Also of note: Toadies and the Reverend Horton Heat will offer a one-two punch
of rock 'n' roll with support from proto-punk/synthwave concept band Drakulas. 

You can find more info about each of these concerts below or head to Phoenix
New Times ' online listings for more live music options happening from Monday,
September 19, to Thursday, September 22. 

Toadies and Reverend Horton Heat

Monday, September 19 
Marquee Theatre, 730 North Mill Avenue, Tempe
Toadies will forever be known as the band behind the grunge-soaked alt-rock
radio hit “Possum Kingdom,” which has gotten regular airplay since its debut as a
single decades ago. The Reverend Horton Heat, born Jim Heath, is a psychobilly
icon whose over the top sounds incorporate country fried rockabilly and surf

The Reverend Horton Heat (center) with his backing band. Thom Jackson
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icon whose over-the-top sounds incorporate country-fried rockabilly and surf-
metal to elements of country, punk, and swing. These two Texas-based acts, both
of whom experienced their biggest success in the '90s, have joined forces for a
U.S. tour that’s scheduled to stop at Tempe’s Marquee Theatre. If either of the
headliners seems a bit old hat, perhaps we can interest you in opening band
Drakulas, a proto-punk/synthwave concept band dressed in black turtlenecks
and self-described as “[existing] in a fictionalized, late-’70s metropolis
soundtracked by drugs, pornography, video games, nightclubs, art movements
and a little bit of [an] occult esoterica.” Unoriginal they are not. 7:30 p.m., $25-$43
via ticketmaster.com. Benjamin Leatherman  

Remi Wolf - Liquor Store (O�cial Video)Remi Wolf - Liquor Store (O�cial Video)

Remi Wolf 

Monday, September 19 
The Van Buren, 401 West Van Buren Street
It's too bad Cyndi Lauper already called dibs on She's So Unusual as an album
title in 1983, as it fits Remi Wolf like a glass slipper. Being a huge weirdo is the
California singer-songwriter's whole deal: Her 2021 debut album Juno is packed
to the gills with quirky lyrical asides, cartoon voices, and manic stylistic shifts
from funk to indie rock to hyperactive pop. Her music video for "Liquor Store"
(which looks like fisheye lens auteur Hype Williams doing an episode of Pee-
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wee's Playhouse ) perfectly visualizes the experience of listening to her music. It’s
a lot, almost too much; the fun is trying to keep up. Eccentricity will only get you
so far, though: You gotta have hooks, jams, and sweet melodies to chew on. Juno
has them all in spades. “Grumpy Old Man” burrows into your skull with its
skipping drums and laconic bass line while “Cake” hits with the kind of rhythms
that are perfect for a dance party in your living room. Remi Wolf may be a
goofball but she’s serious about moving your ass. With Jelani Aryeh; 8 p.m.,
tickets are available on the secondary market. Ashley Naftule  

Kikagaku Moyo 

Tuesday, September 20 
Crescent Ballroom, 308 North Second Avenue
The musicians of experimental psych-rock quintet Kikagaku Moyo will never be
accused of overstaying their welcome. After only a decade of performing and
recording, the band is calling it quits after its latest world tour, citing a desire to
“complete our journey on our terms, on the highest note possible” after putting
out its latest album, Kumoyo Island . “So many American bands are like, ‘Grow,

! N ! J k i d d ’” i i T

Japanese psych-rock band Kikagaku Moyo. Riot Act Media
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grow! Next! Just keep going, never stop and never end,’” guitarist Tomo
Katsurada told Bandcamp Daily  last month. “I find that so capitalistic. Why can’t
you guys just end and do new stuff?” With their impending exit, Kikagaku Moyo,
which is Japanese for “geometric patterns,” are leaving behind a legacy of high-
quality psych-rock, which frequently overflows with beautifully surreal touches
and profound weirdness, across five studio albums and three EPs. Their final
Valley performance happens with support from Los Èsplifs. 8 p.m., tickets are
available on the secondary market. Benjamin Leatherman  

Michael Bublé 

Tuesday, September 20 
Footprint Center, 201 East Jefferson Street
The Rat Pack may be dead and gone but velvet-voiced Michael Bublé is keeping
their sophisticated spirit alive. He may hawk sparkling water on TV these days
but the Canadian-born crooner’s voice reminds listeners of an era where
cosmopolitans and martinis were the beverages of choice. Hooked on music
from an early age thanks to Bing Crosby records and his family's love of jazz

Michael Bublé swings into downtown Phoenix this week. Norman Jean Roy

https://daily.bandcamp.com/features/kikagaku-moyo-albums-guide
https://seatgeek.com/kikagaku-moyo-16-tickets/phoenix-arizona-crescent-ballroom-2022-09-20-8-pm/concert/5667167
https://seatgeek.com/kikagaku-moyo-16-tickets/phoenix-arizona-crescent-ballroom-2022-09-20-8-pm/concert/5667167
https://www.vividseats.com/kikagaku-moyo-tickets-phoenix-crescent-ballroom---phoenix-9-20-2022--concerts-rock/production/3922309
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-_Uh-vZXgo
https://media2.phoenixnewtimes.com/phx/imager/u/original/14488311/michael-buble-phoenix-tickets-september-20-footprint-center.jpeg


from an early age thanks to Bing Crosby records and his family's love of jazz,
Bublé played the children's entertainment circuit and local talent shows for years
in Canada before catching a break at a national talent contest. Since then, he's
carved out a niche for himself as a throwback pop star, crooning "Mack the Knife"
and "Moondance" with reverent melodicism. You're not getting surprises at a
Bublé concert, but what you are getting is gold-plated standards and the Great
American Songbook, lightly reinterpreted with tasteful arrangements and buoyed
by Bublé’s charm and nimble voice. Can you dig it? 8 p.m., $45-$690 via
ticketmaster.com. Ashley Naftule 

Boyz II Men - I'll Make Love To You (O�cial Music Video)Boyz II Men - I'll Make Love To You (O�cial Music Video)

Boyz II Men 

Thursday, September 22 
Gila River Resorts & Casinos: Wild Horse Pass, 5040 Wild Horse Pass
Boulevard, Chandler
Few artists are as smooth as R&B vocal group Boyz II Men were when they
dominated the ’90s. Songs like “I’ll Make Love to You,” “End of the Road,” and "It's
So Hard to Say Goodbye to Yesterday" were an inescapable presence on the radio,
make-out mixtapes, and the playlists of awkward high school dances everywhere.
The foursome’s original lineup of Nathan Morris, Shawn Stockman, Michael
McCary, and Wanya Morris crooned and charmed their way to stardom with

https://www.ticketmaster.com/an-evening-with-michael-buble-phoenix-arizona-09-20-2022/event/19005C8DA23F2654
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fV8vB1BB2qc
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heartfelt tunes that dominated the Billboard  charts, won multiple Grammy
Awards, and sold an estimated 25 million albums. They’ve been a trio since
McCary left the ensemble in 2003, but have continued to tour, record, and
perform, releasing seven albums since then. Boyz II Men may never replicate the
heights of their heyday, but can still put on an entertaining show where they belt
out their hits, none of which have lost their power or profundity over the decades.
8 p.m., tickets are available on the secondary market. Benjamin Leatherman
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